
City Council Highlights—August 12, 2020 
Mayor Sturman, John Brasier, Tyrell Maughan, Larry Gilmore, and 
four citizens were present.  Johnalee McDonald participated via 
telephone.  Mayor Sturman called the meeting to order at 7:31 P.M. 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE #187 – FY2021 BUDGET 
ORDINANCE - Mayor Sturman opened the public hearing at 7:32 
P.M. and explained that the purpose of the public hearing is to hear 
public comments on the FY2021 budget ordinance.  No public 
comments were received.  Mayor Sturman closed the public hearing at 
7:33 P.M. 
ORDINANCE 187 – FY21 BUDGET – The council unanimously 
voted to approve the ordinance under suspension of the rules   
RESOLUTION 66 – WATER/SEWER RATES – Mayor Sturman 
stated that the water rates will not change but the number of gallons 
included in the base rate will be reduced from 1,500 gallons to zero 
gallons.  The increase is to cover power and maintenance costs.  The 
last time there was a power rate increase, the water rates were not 
increased.  Sewer rates will increase $0.50 for inside-city customers 
and $0.75 for outside-city customers.  John Brasier stated that the 
increase in rates was due to the rate increases by Rocky Mountain 
Power and the City of Idaho Falls.  Mayor Sturman stated that the 
reason for reducing the allowed gallons to zero is to cover costs before 
water is pumped.  The cost per thousand should cover power and 
maintenance costs.  The decrease also keeps lower water users from 
subsidizing the users who has an acre of grass.  The citizens in 
attendance expressed their concerns.  The council unanimously voted 
to approve the resolution. 
PUBLIC HEARING – VACATION OF PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
(EDWARD & MAPLE STREETS) – Mayor Sturman opened the 
public hearing at 7:45 P.M. and explained that the purpose of the 
hearing is to hear public comment on the vacation a portion of the 
public rights-of-way in the Miskin subdivision north of 105 North and 
west of 34 East on the property formerly owned by the LDS Church 
and recently purchased by Jake Burtenshaw.  Edward Street was 
deeded to the LDS church in 1992 and it is suspected that Maple 
Street was also vacated; however, no records of the vacation have 
been found.  There was extensive discussion on the matter.  Mayor 
Sturman closed the public hearing at 8:12 P.M. 
ORDINANCE #188 - VACATING PORTIONS OF EDWARD AND 
MAPLE STREETS IN MISKIN SUBDIVISION – The council 
discussed the information presented in the public hearing and deemed 
the vacation to be in the public interest as the public rights-of-way 
have not been opened or used by the public for more than five years.  
The council unanimously voted to approve the ordinance under 
suspension of the rules.    
POLICE REPORT – Chief Fullmer was not present.   
FIRE REPORT – Chief Scott Norman reported 18 members; 16 
attending regular training, and 2 wildland members.  92 training 
hours; 55 chief hours; 122 hours on actual fire calls (3 calls in 
Ammon; 2 in Ucon; 3 Idaho Falls assists); 105 hours maintenance; 
512 wildland hours; 886 total hours.  Chief Norman reported that the 
pump on the tender is not working and it ended up being just under 
$2,000 to repair.  He presented a spreadsheet listing wildland fires and 
related costs and requested to be paid for wildland fire administration.  
The administration fees are recovered when payment is received.  The 
council unanimously voted to approve the request.  He stated that 
there is a wildland crew is out right now and it may extend 21 days.  
He stated that there is up to $40,000 available under the CARES act 
and he has submitted a request for funds for new radios as the current 
hand-held radios are discontinued. 
LANDSCAPE & REC REPORT – Tyrell Maughan stated that he 
sprayed around the trees at the park. 
AUGUST YARD OF THE MONTH – Kent and Sharon Frederickson 

– 11112 N Crooked Tree Lane. 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Daniel Morgan reported that work is 
continuing the city building.  Electrical work has begun on the sewer 
grinder.  They are getting the jetter ready to clean sewer lines. 
WATER & SEWER SYSTEM REPORT – John Brasier reported that 
the sewer flow rates were down from this time last year.  He suspects 
that the difference is ditch water infiltration. 
BMPO REPORT – Larry Gilmore reported that no meeting was held. 
PLANNING & ZONING – No report. 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:00 P.M. 

August Yard of the Month 
Kent & Sharon Frederickson—11112 N Crooked Tree Lane    

Please take a moment and visit their yard.  Winners receive a 
$25 gift card donated by Town & Country Gardens.  Your yard 

could be next year’s winner! 
 

The Mayor’s Straight Talk 
Normally I would give a short description of how the city is 
doing (which is fine), or report on a particular issue, but in the 
last few years I have come to the realization of something 
important to us all.  And that something is even more important 
right now.  This something is perhaps more important now 
because we are in an unprecedented time in our history.  That 
something is time off.  Time away from your job, or hopefully 
even a vacation.  I cannot remember a time in my life when I 
did not have a job.  During those many years (too many to 
mention) I have taken very little time away from my jobs.  
Now that I am older, I regret not spending more time in the 
mountains, or at the lake with family and friends, without the 
worries and stress of being at a job.  Yes, we all must make a 
living, but it is important to work to live, and not live to work.  
Stress is a physiological response originally meant to keep us 
safe. It releases hormones such as cortisol and epinephrine for 
the fight or flight response that was necessary for early man. 
However, in modern society, chronic stress can be destructive 
to our bodies. Getting away for regular vacations and leaving 
our everyday stresses give us a break from the constant high 
levels of these hormones and a chance to repair some of the 
damage.  Vacations also help with sleep quality, strengthens 
relationships, makes you more productive at work, make better 
decisions and in general helps to make you a happier person.  
And in today’s world and our current situation, I feel vacations 
are more important than ever.  Lately I’ve seen a lot of stressed 
out people.  And I’m one of them! I hope I haven’t drifted too 
far off the beaten path, I just feel this is an important issue to 
help us maintain a healthy body and mind in these 
unprecedented times.   I consider Ucon area residents to be my 
friends and I want the best for every one of you.  During this 
crazy time please remember to take care of you!   
       
     Thank You, 
     Mayor Sturman 

CITY OF UCON 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

NEWSLETTER 

Email: cityofucon@gmail.com   

City Meeting Schedule 

• City Council:  2nd Wed, 7:30 PM. 



CITY OF UCON SEPTEMB ER 2020 NEWSLETTER 

Approved Ordinances  


